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Voluntary Prayers in Light of the Qur'an & Sunnah 
The Virtue of Voluntary Prayers 
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Rabi'a b. Ka'b said: I was with Allah's Messenger (§§) one night, and I brought him water 
and what he required. He said to me: Ask (anything you like). I said: I ask your company in 
Paradise. He (the Prophet §§) said: Or anything else besides it. I said: That is all (what I 
require). He said: Then help me to achieve this for you by devoting yourself often to 

prostration . 1 2 


4aUUI ^ 3^ AxSzJI 4 j 1 j..ut Lgo La (JU ^&JL«j 3 4xJLc- 4UI (jl (^1 

qjh 4J jjJjpij Jjb l3jiail Jl9 L^la (j^.Q-1) I j!5 jlj 4 aLj CxxO 4 a Lj CjAp-J jl9 4 jMo 
."dJo (j jU- jjLoj ^co 4£^1oj (jjo 4ouji ,j-a glo La 4) jJLSo ^ 3 ^ 


It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Prophet (§§) said: "The first thing for which a 
person will be brought to account on the Day of Resurrection will be his Salah. If it is found 
to be complete then it will be recorded as complete, and if anything is lacking He will say: 
’Look and see if you can find any voluntary prayers with which to complete what he 

neglected of his obligatory prayers.’ Then the rest of his deeds will be reckoned in like 

2 

manner." 


1 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 489), chapter: The Virtue of Prostration and Encouragement to Do 
So. 

2 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Nasa'i (no. 466), chapter: Being Brought to Account for The Salah. 
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The Preferability of Offering Voluntary Prayers at Home 


(jjo _ Jl9 4j] ClJLu^- Jl9 _ b'yxs’- JlcoI ^JLu 3 4-JLf- 4JL)| 4.UI J^oj jl cC-oLj q j Joj 
tAszii) JJz^- ^Jlf- l^Xs c4jL^woI ,jjo 4j^Loj (jJ L 2 i 3 1^9 ^L 2 i 9 jULoj jryzip- 
(JjXsI jls c^So Qjj (j ^llJI l£l I3L2JS c^S^sz-lLo (jjo Colj ^jJl OSj^ jjj" JU19 ^1)| ^ 3^9 

."4J3ISUJI \ 3 £SJI Sis> sSiAji 


Narrated Zaid bin Thabit: Allah's Messenger (§§) made a small room in the month of 
Ramadan (Sa'id said, "I think that Zaid bin Thabit said that it was made of a mat") and he 
prayed there for a few nights, and so some of his companions prayed behind him. When he 
came to know about it, he kept on sitting. In the morning, he went out to them and said, "I 
have seen and understood what you did. You should pray in your houses, for the best 

o 

prayer of a person is that which he prays in his house except the compulsory prayers." 


JJz^XL 9 (3 SMXiJI IS]" ^JLu3 4.JU- 4JJI 4JJI Jll Jll tjjlS- <j-£- 

. Ija 3- 4j^Lo (3- ,Q ailo (3 4Jl)I (jl9 4j^Lo 3 ° Lccoj 4^LcJ 


Jabir reported Allah's Messenger (H§) as saying: "When any one of you observes prayer in 
the mosque he should reserve a part of his prayer for his house, for Allah would make the 

prayer as a means of betterment in his house." 3 4 


3 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 731), Chapter: The night prayer. Sahih Muslim (no. 781), chapter: It 
is recommended to offer voluntary prayers in one's house although it is permissible to offer them in the 
masjid, whether that is a regular voluntary prayer or any other, except for the public ritual prayers, namely, 
'Id prayer, the eclipse prayer, prayers for rain and Taraweeh, and prayers that can only be offered in the 
masjid, such as greeting the masjid, and prayers that are recommended to be offered in the masjid, namely 
the two rak'ah following tawaf. 

4 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 778), chapter: It is recommended to offer voluntary prayers in one's 
house although it is permissible to offer them in the masjid, whether that is a regular voluntary prayer or 
any other, except for the public ritual prayers, namely, 'Id prayer, the eclipse prayer, prayers for rain and 
Taraweeh, and prayers that can only be offered in the masjid, such as greeting the masjid, and prayers that 
are recommended to be offered in the masjid, namely the two rak'ah following tawaf. 



4 JLt**J I3 < ) L*^J I (Js 1 3-d 1 


One Should Pray the Sunnah Prayers Two by Two 


It is better to offer the voluntary prayers of both day and night two by two, except for Witr, 
because of the reports to that effect in the authentic Sunnah. 

Evidence from the Sunnah: 


^0 ^0 5> s ^ ^ jj ^ _9o-" 

. JL9 4 _*_Lc- 4JJI ^ Lo y s- <jx>s- ys- 


Abdullah Ibn Umar narrated that: The Prophet (§§) said: "The Salat during the night and 

the day is two and two." 5 


What is meant by "two by two" is two units by two units. 

Imam Ibn Hibban (<d)i <u^_>) said: When the Prophet (H§) said "Four", he meant with two 
Tasleems, because in the report of Ya'la ibn 'Ata' from 'Ali ibn 'Abd-Allaah al-Azdi from 'Ibn 
'Umar, it says that the Prophet (§§) said: "The prayers of the night and the day are (to be 
offered) two by two." 6 


Types of Voluntary Prayers 

The voluntary prayers may be divided into two categories: 

1) Unrestricted 

2) Restricted 

As for the restricted prayers, they are known as the regular Sunan, and they are performed 
before and after the obligatory prayers; they in turn are divided into two categories: 

1) Emphasized 

2) Non-emphasized 7 


5 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Tirmidhi (no. 597), Sunan Abl Dawood (no. 1295), Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1666) and 
Sunan ibn Majah (no. 1322). Graded as Sahih by Shaykh al-Albaani in Tamaam al-Mannah, p. 240. 

6 Reference: Recorded in Sahih ibn Hibban, 6/606. He also said something similar- in 6/631 - regarding the 
four rak'ahs which are to be offered after Jumu'ah prayer. 

7 Reference: Fiqh According to the Qur'an and Sunnah, Vol. 1, Compiled by Shaykh Muhammad Subhi bin 
Hasan Hallaq, pg. 347. 
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As for The Emphasized Prayers, They Are 10 Units of Prayer or 12. 

The evidence for the 10 rak'aat: 


^(jcisjSj jlS" 4-JL £■ 4JDI (jjLo 4JJI J$m)J jl tjjz£- ,j J 4JJI Jut jt 

^JuOJ Si (jlS 3 j\2rSj dULszJI J^2J3 c 4 ll> J jUxSj c jUszSj 

.q-CbzSj (J jl^4 9 ( '- 8 9 Lr^ 


Narrated by 'Abdullah bin 'Umar: Allah's Messenger (HI) used to pray two rak'at before 
the Zuhr prayer and two rak'at after it. He also used to pray two rak'at after the Maghrib 
prayer in his house, and two rak'at after the ' Isha ' prayer. He never prayed after Jumu'ah 

o 

prayer till he departed (from the Mosque), and then he would pray two rak'at at home. 


The evidence for the 12 rak'aat and its virtue: 


2 


2 


j dizSj SjJLC- Juo jjjo" J3ijj 4-JLff- 4JJI 4JJI «Jl 3-^-J 

jji jc^j 5* 54 lii 54^$ us 41^ ft cJil ."44 Ji ^ c^; 5^ 4J ^ 4I1J4 ^ 

.^cJLuJ duls- 4 JJI 


Umm Habibah (the wife of the Prophet §§) reported Allah's Messenger (§§) as saying: A 
house will be built in Paradise, for anyone who prays in a day and a night twelve rak'ahs; 
and she added: I have never abandoned (observing them) since I heard it from the 

Messenger of Allah (§§). 9 


8 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 937), chapter: To offer Salat before and after the Jumu'ah prayer. 
Sahih Muslim (no. 729), chapter: The virtue of the regular sunnah prayers before and after the obligatory 
prayers, and their numbers. 

9 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 728a), chapter: The virtue of the regular sunnah prayers before and 
after the obligatory prayers, and their numbers. 
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Time of the Sunnah Prayers 

Imam Ibn Qudamah (<d)i <u^_,) said: 

"The time for every Sunnah prayer that comes before a obligatory prayer is from the 
beginning of the time for that prayer, until the prayer is done, and the time for every Sunnah 
prayer that comes after a obligatory prayer is from after the prayer is done until the end of 
the time for that prayer ." 10 


Witr Prayer 

11 

Witr prayer is Sunnah Mu'akkadah (emphasized Sunnah). 


The Timing of the Witr Prayer 


It is permissible to perform the Witr prayer anytime from after the night prayer [Isha] until 
the break of dawn. 


I ^JLaJ^ 4jlC- 4JL)| JuO 4JL)I 3 !)^ I (JiS* ClJlS c4_<i*jLc- S- 


Narrated by 'Aisha: Allah's Messenger (§H) offered Witr prayer at different nights at 

12 

various hours extending (from the 'Isha' prayer) up to the last hour of the night. 


J1UI 6 * ^1^3 4JU- 4_UI L ^- 0 ^ill A3 JJJJI JS^ qjs C-Jls oiAjls- <js~ 


Narrated by 'Aisha: The Messenger of Allah (HI) used to observe the Witr prayer every 
night, maybe in the early part of night, at midnight and in the latter part, finishing his Witr 

at dawn . 13 


10 Reference: Al-Mughni (2/544) of Imam ibn Qudamah 

1 1 Reference: Fiqh According to the Qur'an and Sunnah, Vol. 1, Compiled by Shaykh Muhammad Subhi bin 
Hasan Hallaq, pg. 352. 

12 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 996), chapter: The timing of the Salat-ul-Witr (Witr prayer). 

13 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 745b), Chapter: Night prayers and the number of rak'ah offered by 
the Prophet (HI) at night, and that Witr is one rak'ah, and a one-rak'ah prayer is correct. 
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It is preferred to perform the Witr prayer in the first portion of the night for one who fears 
that he will not get up in the later portion of the night. Similarly, it is preferred to perform 
the Witr prayer at the end of the night for the one who believes that he will be able to get 
up at that time. 


yA j js S) <jl c_ 9 l 3 - j ja" 4 -JU- 4 JJI 4 JUI Jyjj Jll Jll j-C- 

."J^sl (iUSj JliJI yA SMo jl 9 JJJLiI yA cyA jl 6-^3 4 J 3 I 


Jabir reported Allah's Messenger (H§) as saying: "If anyone is afraid that he may not get up 
in the latter part of the night, he should observe Witr in the first part of it; and if anyone is 
eager to get up in the last part of it, he should observe Witr at the end of the night, for 
prayer at the end of the night is witnessed (by the angels) and that is preferable." 14 


The Number of Units of Prayer and The Description of the Witr Prayer 


The minimum length for the Witr prayer is 1 Rak'ah: 


Jli Jbdl c4_UI J 3^3 G Jls jl Jls . 4JLJI jS 4 JUI 

jj^ts ^GJaJI C-j3- ISls c 


Narrated by 'Abdullah bin 'Umar: A man said, "0 Allah's Messenger (§§)! How is the prayer 
of the night?" He said, "Two rak'at followed by two rak'at and so on, and when you 

15 

apprehend the approaching dawn, offer one rak'ah as Witr." 


It is also permissible to perform Witr prayer as 3, 5, 7 or 9 rak'ahs. 


14 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 755a), chapter: One who fears that he will not get up at the end of 
the night, then he should pray Witr at the beginning of the night. 

15 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1137), chapter: How was the Salat of the Prophet (fH) and how 
many Rak'ah he used to offer at night? 





Evidence for the 3 rak'aat: 


^ \j t** * _ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 93 j £_ 9 o £, 9 i 5 £ o'" ^ ° ** 

d^Lo C-JD cJUS" _ l^JLf- 4JUI ^3j - 4Jujlf- JUu <4j| Pja 3-I 4j| I Jut ,jj 4JxJL*/ ( 3 1 (jt- 
Jojj ^oJLuj 4_*lt 4 JUI (jjLo 4JL)I J^j (jlj l-o C-Jlfli (jLa-oj (3 ^JL*)3 4JLt 4 JJI (jjLo 4JL)I J$mjj 

^ j O-^***^ 0 -S- Si! IxjjI (jLnj c4isSj SjJlt c 5 '-^| GjrL^- (3 ^3 jULoj (j 

4 jJI J9J0J Lj CJJi 9 4 jLjls- C-Jll cljSlj fJ < (J>^ 3^3 (j-£l*a^- (jt J_IaJ Si! lijjl Ju^U 

."(^Ji ^Hj Slj jUbj ^llt j] ( 4_(ioLt Lj" Jill ->> 3 ^ j) Jil ^UjI 


Narrated by Abu Salma bin 'Abdur Rahman: I asked 'Aisha, "How is the prayer of Allah's 
Messenger (§§) during the month of Ramadan." She said, "Allah's Messenger (§§) never 
exceeded eleven rak'at in Ramadan or in other months; he used to offer four rak'at-- do 
not ask me about their beauty and length, then four rak'at, do not ask me about their 
beauty and length, and then three rak'at." Aisha further said, "I said, '0 Allah's Messenger 
(§§)! Do you sleep before offering the Witr prayer?' He replied, '0 'Aisha! My eyes sleep 

but my heart remains awake’!" 16 


If one performs the Witr prayer in 3 rak'aat, then one can read what is described in the 
following hadith: 


(3 lj-fi-5 ^bJLoJ^ 4 «JLc- 4JL)I 4JL)I J^_o)J 0^ :Jt9 (^) £■ 

.Ji>l 4 JUI 3Jb Jij jjjilSJI L^jI Lj J 93 


Ubayy bin Ka'b said: "The Messenger of Allah (iff) used to recite in Witr: "Glorify the Name 
of your Lord, the Most High;" and "Say: 0 you disbelievers!' and 'Say: He is Allah, (the) 


One.' 


..17 


16 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1147), chapter: The Salat (prayer) of the Prophet (fit) at night in 
Ramadan and (in) other months. Sahih Muslim (no. 738a), chapter: Night prayers and the number of rak'ah 
offered by the Prophet (HI) at night, and that Witr is one rak'ah, and a one-rak'ah prayer is correct. 

17 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1730) - Chapter: Another case of recitation in Witr. Graded Sahih by 
shaykh Albani in Sahih Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1607) 
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Evidence for the 5 rak'aat: 


j 6 jvjs- Cj^ij JJDI (3-'° 4 «JLc- 4 JDI Lo 4 JDI (jlS^ ClJls (4_Jajl£- 

. 1 &>j 3 -T (3 (3 0 ^*-^° ^ (jxoojio dUS 3 -^ 


’A’isha reported: The Messenger of Allah (§§) used to observe thirteen rak'ahs of the night 
prayer. Five out of them consisted of Witr, and he did not sit, but at the end (for 

salutation ). 18 


Evidence for the 7 rak'aat: 


2 

£ f 0 


L^jlo 3-ojjj V j ^JLu3 4_*JLc- 4 JLH 4 JJI (jlS ClJlij c4^aJL 4-U fl 6^ 

.^MSo V3 ^UuJ 


it was narrated that Umm Salamah said: The Prophet (iff) used to pray Witr with five or 


seven (rak'aat) and he did not separate between them with any salaam or words. 


19 


Evidence for the 9 rak'aat: 


4 $1 ^ CjIrSj jj j!5 4 JLII (j jlo ^jJI j) 4JL£ 4 JUI AAjU- 4j‘3j 

* -> si .a "» „ J. i. si i5.il . r i-. s|’ ^ V. ,V v - - iJh 

jJXiS ds z£j 4^u)LDI ^JL*o (ja.ftJL) dJoijPijj 4JUI 4-LoLDI 

| ^ 0 2 1S 5 | 0 ^ 2 *1 ** 2 S> ^ ^ 0 ^ 0 'A \\ 

... Lc52-0-uaJ Us*JL*o 6Juoj?iJ3 4JUI 


'A'ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) narrated that the Prophet (Hf) used to pray nine 
rak'ahs in which he did not sit except in the eighth, when he would remember Allaah, 
praise Him and call upon Him, then he would get up and not say the Tasleem, and he would 
stand up and pray the ninth (rak'ah), then he would sit and remember Allaah and praise 
Him and call upon Him, then he would say a Tasleem that we could hear .... 20 


18 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 737a) - Chapter: Night prayers and the number of rak'ah offered by 
the Prophet (St) at night, and that Witr is one rak'ah, and a one-rak'ah prayer is correct. 

19 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1714) - Chapter: How to pray Witr with five rak'ahs, and the 
differences reported from Al-Hakam in the hadith about Witr. Graded Sahih by shaykh Albani in Sahih Sunan 
Nasa'i. 

20 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 746a) - Chapter: Night prayer, and the one who sleeps and misses 
it or is sick. 





The Qunoot During the Witr Prayer 


>% 


(3 j-^3^1 (3 oL^iS ^JLu>3 4-JLc- 4 JUI 4 JJI J^j ^-LoJLc- 

U-c9 (J dtjljj OII3J jj0-i9 Ccis^ (j^9 (^JL9L^3 CuJufc (j-^9 (jjabl ^JJI Cj3iflJI 

Hjj OSjlp CJJI 3 jj® Jjo Si 4j]j dUiff- i^hijj M 3 ^0} CJLiiS ^ j ^ 1 Lr^i Ctllafrl 

."CJJL^i 


Al-Hasan (ibn Ali) said: "The Messenger of Allah (§§) taught me some words to say in Witr 

in Qunoot: 


L~xj1o£-\ Lq~c 9 J iM_)tj3 f^y&j3 C-uiSlf' i^XB\s-^ Q-UJjb (3>4Jbl 

C-dJLxj‘3 ujj Cojto 0UI3 Qjq J Jo M djlj (iilfs- ^g^oii) M3 ,^aiij <ilil Ol*a 9 U J-vi 


"Allahumma ihdini fiman hadayta wa ’afini fiman afayta wa tawallani fiman tawallayta wa 
barik li fima a’tayta, wa qini sharra ma qadayta, fa innaka taqdi wa la yuqda ’alayk, wa 
innahu la yadhilluman walayta, tabarakta Rabbana wa at’alayt" 

(0 Allah, guide me among those whom You have guided, pardon me among those You have 
pardoned, turn to me in friendship among those on whom You have turned in friendship, 
and bless me in what You have bestowed, and save me from the evil of what You have 

decreed. For verily You decree and none can influence You; and he is not humiliated whom 

21 

You have befriended. Blessed are You, 0 Lord, and Exalted.)’" 


21 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1745) - Chapter: Supplicating during Witr. Graded Sahih by shaykh 
Albani in Sahih Sunan Nasa'i (no. 1647) and others. 


in 
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Dua' al-Qunoot is recited in the last rak'ah of Witr prayer, after bowing or before bowing: 
Making Qunoot before Ruku: 

•fcsSSJI (jlS^ — (jcJLu /3 4_*JLc- 4JDI (3 Lo _ 4JUI Ql Qj 


It was narrated from Ubayy bin Ka'b that the Messenger of Allah (flf) used to pray Witr and 


he would recite Qunoot before Ruku'. 


22 


Making Qunoot after Ruku: 


-C. $ Of. 


4 _JLc- 4JL) I 3I0 _ 4JLI I (J Uis c I 3 s- iiU Lq Qj 3*0 ) Q-J Lu J Is c 3-^ 


It was narrated that Muhammad said: "I asked Anas bin Malik about Qunoot, and he said: 
'The Messenger of Allah (fit) recited Qunoot after Ruku'.'" 23 

Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyyah (dill d^j) said: 


"With regard to Qunoot: there are two extreme views and one middle (or moderate) view. 
Some say that Qunoot should only be recited before bowing and some say that it should 
only be recited after bowing. The fuqaha' among the scholars of hadeeth, such as Ahmad 
and others, say that both are allowed, because both are mentioned in the authentic 
Sunnah, but they preferred reciting Qunoot after bowing because this is mentioned more 


22 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan ibn Majah (no. 1182) - Book: Establishing the Prayer and the Sunnah Regarding 
Them. Graded Sahih by shaykh Albani in Sahih ibn Majah (no. 970) and Irwaa ul-Ghaleel (no. 462). 

23 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan ibn Majah (no. 1184) - Book: Establishing the Prayer and the Sunnah Regarding 
Them. Graded Sahih by shaykh Albani in Sahih ibn Majah (no. 971) and Irwaa ul-Ghaleel (2/160). 

24 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (23/100) 





Qunoot at Times of Calamity (Qunoot an-Naazilah) 

When praying Qunoot at the time of calamity, one should make supplication as is appropriate 
to the situation, as it was narrated that the Prophet (HI) cursed some Arab tribes who had 
betrayed his companions and killed them, and he prayed for the weak and oppressed 
believers in Makkah, that Allaah would save them. 


£til CJ3I2JI J 5s- Jo ^-Lo)3 4 JL)I Jll - Ale- 4JJI ,^bj _ (jJ (j-C- 

X* ^ ** ^ ^ 0 ■■*’*'*' 0 £■ jj $ <3 0 0 s- 33 

^JJI c 4 ^oj Qj ^4-UI ‘A-J3JI Qj A-J3JI ^til ^41)1 c^LL& Qj 

. (JfJLu) ^JL)| c ijij viAJil ^JDI cgWJ 3 ^JI I 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah: The Prophet (§§) used to recite the following invocations during 
Qunoot: "0 Allah! Save Salama bin Hisham. 0 Allah! Save Al-Walid bin Al-Walid. 0 Allah! 
Save 'Aiyash bin Rabi'a 0 Allah! Save the weak Muslims. 0 Allah! Be very hard on Mudar 
tribe. 0 Allah ! Afflict them with years (of famine) similar to the (famine) years of the time 

of Prophet Joseph." 25 


The Qunoot should be done after Ruku': 


^^SjJI Cy* 4-^lj lij 3 dA& 4 JUI 4l)l 4il cd-ol c^JLu 

QaJ 4JJI " J5ijj Lo *Xszj ." liSlij liM93 iSSls QsJI ^1)1 " tj^ib j^JLlI Qj® 5j 3-S)I AsS^JI 
{O 5 I life 4 J 4 I jl ^£)l 5^ dJ JuIJ} 4 JJI J 3 SU lull dJi liSj olu 


Narrated by Salim's father: That he heard Allah's Messenger (§§), when raising his head 
from bowing of the first rak'ah of the morning prayer, saying, "0 Allah ! Curse so-and-so 
and so-and-so" after he had said, "Allah hears him who sends his praises to Him. Our Lord, 

all the Praises are for you!" So Allah revealed: "Not for you (0 Muhammad!) (till the 

end of Verse) they are indeed wrong-doers." (3.128) 26 


25 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 2932) - Chapter: To invoke Allah to defeat and shake Al-Mushrikoon 
(polytheists). 

26 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 4069) - Chapter: "Not for you is the decision..." 
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Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah (<d)i 4 ^) said: 


"It is prescribed to say Qunoot at times of calamity, praying for the believers and praying 
against the disbelievers, in Fajr and other prayers. Thus 'Umar said Qunoot when fighting 
the Christians, in his Du'aa' in which he said: "0 Allaah, curse the disbelievers of the people 

of the Book..." 


Similarly, 'Ali once fought a people and said Qunoot and prayed against them. The person 
who is saying Qunoot should say, at the time of each calamity, a supplication that is 
appropriate to that calamity. If he names the believers for whom he is praying and the 

27 

disbelievers against whom he is praying, that is good." 


Qiyam al-Layl (the late night prayer) 


The late night prayer is an emphasized and beloved Sunnah, it is in fact one of the special 
practices of the pious. The following are some virtues of the night prayer: 


c 

iUs lyl 5 (iUS (Jl9 I 3 JD ^il Lo Qj i3-l Oll^- j q-viiLaJI jj 

JjlllJ (3^ i|S 


"Verily, the Muttaqun (pious) will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs (in the Paradise), 
16. Taking joy in the things which their Lord has given them. Verily, they were before 
this Muhsinun (good-doers). 17. They used to sleep but little by night [invoking their Lord 
(Allah) and praying, with fear and hope]. 18. And in the hours before dawn, they were 
(found) asking (Allah) for forgiveness, 19. And in their properties there was the right of the 

2S 

beggar, and the Mahrum (the poor who does not ask the others)" 


Asz j 4-JU- 4JL)I (jjlo 4JL)I J 3 -UJJ Jll Jll - Ali- 4JJI - cdjJjJb (jl Q£- 

."JdJJI AdUjJL)! A52J SM-oJI 4 JJI jULoj 


Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (fit) as saying: "The most excellent fast after 
Ramadan is Allah's month. al-Muharram, and the most excellent prayer after what is 

29 

prescribed is prayer during the night." 


27 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (22/271) 

28 Qur'an: Surah adh-Dhariyat (51: 15-19) 

29 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 1163a) - Chapter: The virtue of fasting Muharram. 
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The night prayer brings the worshipper closer to his Rabb: 


4«JLc- 4JL) I ^jlo I 4i I c 4_«x«lC- jj ^1) A^ - 41C- 4JU I c 4-0 Lo I Ij I 

^ 5 aj (j-o-o O3S0 jl C-c5?lalu)l (jU j 3 -S)l JJJUI '>33^' ij AuxJI (jjo OjJI j^So La OjSl" Jjjjj 

."l& 4^1U| db i al)l 


Abu Umamah said: 'Amr bin 'Abasah reported to me that he heard the Prophet (§§) say: 
"The closest that the Lord is to a worshipper is during the last part of the night, so if you are 
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able to be of those who remember Allah in that hour, then do so." 


It will cause one to enter Paradise in peace if Allah wills: 


4l)| (j^illJI jJLcol 4ijJuoJI 4 JLc- 4JL)I 4JJI ^AS U-J Jll ,jj 4UI lie ijS- 

$2 2 ^ ^ ^ 3 > 2 2 ^ ^ ^ ^53 2 2 ^ ^ Xi ^ ^ 

4 JJI ^A3 4JLc- 4UI (jjlo 4JJI ^ AS 4 JLc- 4JUI (jjlo 4JJI ^AS 
4 JLc- 4JUI (jjLo 4UI J3^uj 4^-3 C JUUULAJj I IB 4lll ^llll 4 «JLc- 4UI 

I^JuS 1 (j-o ID I l^j I ij L9 (j I 4 j ^ISo & 1J3 1 l) ^3 l '— 1 I AA 4 ^-^j (j^*d 4 ^j?- 3 O I Clx9jX- ^JLuj^ 

."^UD 41pJI j^l^-Aj ^lD (Jullllj I5L03 ^LsJaJI I 3 ^o-5zJcj I 3 ^UDl 


'Abdullah bin Salam said: "When the Messenger of Allah (§§) arrived- meaning in Al- 
Madinah - the people came out to meet him. It was said that the Messenger of Allah (Hr) 
had arrived, so I went among the people to get a look at him. When I gazed upon the face 
of the Messenger of Allah (,(§§ I knew that this face was not the face of a liar. The first 
thing that he spoke about was that he said: '0 you people! Spread the Salam, feed(others), 
and perform Salat while the people are sleeping; you will enter Paradise with (the greeting 

of) Salam.'" 31 


30 Sahih: Recorded in SunanTirmidhi (no. 3579) - Chapters on Supplication. He himself graded it Hasan Sahih. 

31 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Tirmidhi (no. 2485) - Chapters on Supplication. He himself graded it Sahih. 
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It encompasses a special time period wherein invocation is granted: 


,- 4 . 


(JLxjj dljl 1 j Hjj Jjl>" Jt9 4 -JLs- 4JUI (jjLo 4JJI jl _ 41c- 4JUI ^bj - (jJ q£- 
(j-o 4 J (j-o j3-Sll jJUl CJj LojJI &UJL) I Jj 4JU JJ 

ft .J> . 0 - 0 - , °fr f. 0 - 

. 4J j&S- L9 (3-^ 41ki£- L9 LtuJ 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah: Allah's Messenger (§§) said, "Our Lord, the Blessed, the 
Superior, comes every night down on the nearest Heaven to us when the last third of the 
night remains, saying: "Is there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to invocation? 
Is there anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone seeking My 
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forgiveness, so that I may forgive him?" 


It expels negligence from the heart: 


CjIjJ ^l! (j-o" 4JLt 4JUI 4iJI J3JJ Jl! Jl! cj^lisJI ,jj (jj 4iJI lie- ijs- 
jjo Cl5 4 j1 cJUIj fls (j -03 ^jrColiill (jjo CjJS 4jI 4j16 ^3 g-dsUdl jjo olSo 


Narrated by Abdullah ibn Amr ibn al-'As: The Prophet (§§) said: "If anyone prays at night 
reciting regularly ten verses, he will not be recorded among the negligent; if anyone prays 
at night and recites a hundred verses, he will be recorded among those who are obedient 
to Allah; and if anyone prays at night reciting one thousand verses, he will be recorded 
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among those who receive huge rewards." 


32 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1145) - Chapter: Offering Salat (prayer) and invoking Allah in the 
last hours of the night. Sahih Muslim (no. 758a) - Chapter: Encouragement to supplicate and recite 
statements of remembrance at the end of the night, and the response to that. 

33 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Abi Dawud (no. 1398) - Chapter: On Fixing A Part From The Qur'an For Daily 
Recitation. Graded as hasan by Hafiz ibn Hajar in 'Nata'ij al-Afkar', 3/253; and Sahih by shaykh Albani in 
'Saheeh Abi Dawud (no. 1398) and Sahih al-Jaami' (no. 6439) 





Getting reward for its (genuine) intention: 


^Jb <3 1 3^3 4«<il^3 (J^l (JLs _ 4-Jx* 4JJI _ ^3L)I dj ^Lo csJvij jJI ^1 ^s* 

."4jj (jjo 4lic- 49 Jl*A 4>3^j (jlSj Lo 4J c— CiS" - ^ui) 4llc- 4lllsS JAJJI (j-° 


It was narrated that Abu Darda' conveyed that the Prophet (§§) said: "Whoever goes to 
bed intending to wake up and pray during the night, but is overwhelmed by sleep until 
morning comes, what he intended will be recorded for him, and his sleep is a charity given 

to him by his Lord ." 34 


It Is Even More Recommended During Ramadan 


a*" (j L^ojJ Jjib ^JLu)3 4_*JLc- 4JUI 4JL1I C-x’SZ^O— jJ Jt9 _ 41c- 4JJI ^bj _ '6'jj'jJb \j\ j] 

."4oi (jjo U 4) ^Ac- GLol^-lj uLsj 4 AL 9 


2 f- a c- 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah: I heard Allah's Messenger (§§) saying regarding Ramadan, 
"Whoever prayed at night in it (the month of Ramadan) out of sincere Faith and hoping for 
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a reward from Allah, then all his previous sins will be forgiven." 


34 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan ibn Majah (no. 1344) - Establishing the Prayer and the Sunnah Regarding Them. 
Graded as Sahih (upon the condition of Muslim) by Imam an-Nawawi in his 'Majmoo' (4/47); and by shaykh 
al-Albani in 'Sahih ibn Majah' (no. 1113). 

35 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 2008) - Chapter: The superiority of Nawafil at night in Ramadan. 
Sahih Muslim (no. 759a) - Chapter: Encouragement to pray qiyam during Ramadan, which is Taraweeh. 
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The Number of Rak'aat in The Night Prayer 


As regards the number of rak'ahs to be performed in the night prayers, the Sunnah is to 
perform no more than eleven rak'ahs: 


'o)kjO C-JD cJUS" _ 4JUI - 4Jujl£- JUu <4j| Pja 3-I 4j| I Jut <jj 4 JxJL*j 3 J 
Jojj 4-JLt 4JL)I (jjLo 4JL)I jlS to C-Jlfli (jlo-oj 3 4JLt 4 JJI (jJ Lo 4JL)I J^oj 
^ J f j^Uf jt- (J-IaJ Sll IxjjI (jLnj <4sSj oJvXlC- ^Jup-I (j*Lt OjrLt (3 Slj jULoj (J 

4 JJI J 3 ^)j Lj C«Iii9 AAjLs- C-Jll JjSIj 64^*^' j-f- Sl9 IxjjI 

Slj jUbj 3ilt jl c4J3Lt Lj" Jill -35^ jl ^Ldil 


Narrated Abu Salma bin 'Abdur Rahman: I asked 'Aisha, "How is the prayer of Allah's 
Messenger (H§) during the month of Ramadan." She said, "Allah's Messenger (§§) never 
exceeded eleven rak'at in Ramadan or in other months; he used to offer four rak'at-- do 
not ask me about their beauty and length, then four rak'at, do not ask me about their 
beauty and length, and then three rak'at." Aisha further said, "I said, '0 Allah's Messenger 
(Hr)! Do you sleep before offering the Witr prayer?' He replied, '0 'Aisha! My eyes sleep 

but my heart remains awake’!" 36 


36 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1147) - Chapter: The Salat (prayer) of the Prophet (fS) at night in 
Ramadan and (in) other months. 
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The Legality of Praying the Qiyam Al-Layl (The Night Prayer) In Congregation 

During Ramadan 


Offering Taraweeh prayer in congregation is something that is established by the Sunnah of 
the Prophet (.(HI The Prophet (§§) stated the reason why he did not persist in offering this 
prayer in congregation, which is that he feared that it might be made obligatory: 


f. 2 0 of. 


tj 9 cjlDI c_93^- 4-^ CIS duJs- 4JUI (jjLo 4JLJI jl 4 jja3-I cACjIs- jl 

£tloli c4^o 1 3 I- 0 S ^JLo (jAilllI ^loll 4jMCj Jtj-j <Ji^**CJI 

4-JLf- 4JL!I 1> _^Lo 4JL)I c 41)11)1 4 JLLUI (j-o Acx^uOl Jjbl j\X9 l^jjds 

lXl9 c^CoJI dMO 4l&) }£*£■ isjljJI 4llUI ColS" lXl9 <4 jUou 1 5 L 0 S 

C-*_13- (^lSJ cfSJlS^ oAco <J 4jls Joo Lo 1" Jll C^UJI (Jlsl jc>JL)l ^ 2a9 

."L^lc- ^S^lif- jOjij jl 


Narrated Aisha: Once in the middle of the night Allah's Messenger (H§) went out and 
prayed in the mosque and some men prayed with him. The next morning the people spoke 
about it and so more people gathered and prayed with him (in the second night). They 
circulated the news in the morning, and so, on the third night the number of people 
increased greatly. Allah's Messenger (§§) came out and they prayed behind him. On the 
fourth night the mosque was overwhelmed by the people till it could not accommodate 
them. Allah's Messenger (fH ) came out only for the Fajr prayer and when he finished the 
prayer, he faced the people and recited "Tashahhud" (I testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is His Apostle), and then said, "Amma ba'du. 
Verily your presence (in the mosque at night) was not hidden from me, but I was afraid that 
this prayer (Prayer of Tahajjud) might be made compulsory and you might not be able to 

carry it out ." 37 


37 


Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 924) - Chapter: Saying "Amma ba'du" in the Khutbah. 
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Afterthe death of the Prophet (,(S§ the Sahaabah (may Allaah be pleased with them) prayed 
Taraweeh in small groups and individually, until 'Umar united them behind a single Imam: 


ij, 4 ll) _ 4JL£ 4JL)I ^ bj _ oUa^Jl ,jj yks- Jll 4j| JuE Qj I Jut jt- 

c4_tuJ2»J ^Ij^l I Sl9 CwX^U*UxJI | C(jL^OJ 

rtQ .(Ji-ol ijlSsJ tSJ^ 3 J ( 5 jI (jl J^t Jla9 JaA^JI 4 jMa2u 

jJ^£- JL 9 S^LoJ (J 3 JL 0 J (JaiLDIj ill) 4^0 C-c^-j3- c^xSzS (jj (jl 

UJ I (JIS 3 ‘ci-d-H <JjjJ (j-o J-oS I L^JLt (j^ollj 4tJ»JI ^szj 

5 -- 

. 4 J 3 I 


'Abdur Rahman bin 'Abdul Qari said, "I went out in the company of 'Umar bin Al-Khattab 
one night in Ramadan to the mosque and found the people praying in different groups. A 
man praying alone or a man praying with a little group behind him. So, 'Umar said, 'In my 
opinion I would better collect these (people) under the leadership of one Qari (Reciter) (i.e. 
let them pray in congregation!)'. So, he made up his mind to congregate them behind Ubay 
bin Ka'b. Then on another night I went again in his company and the people were praying 
behind their reciter. On that, 'Umar remarked, 'What an excellent Bid'ah (i.e. innovation in 
religion) this is; but the prayer which they do not perform, but sleep at its time is better 
than the one they are offering.' He meant the prayer in the last part of the night. (In those 
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days) people used to pray in the early part of the night." 

Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah said, when refuting the view of those who quoted 'Umar's 
words "What a good innovation this is" as meaning that innovation (Bid'ah) is 
permissible: With regard to Qiyaam in Ramadaan, the Messenger of Allaah (§§) introduced 
this to his Ummah, and he led them in prayer for a number of nights, because at his time 
they used to pray in congregation and individually. But he did not persist in leading them in 
one congregation, lest that be made obligatory for them. When the Prophet (§§) died, 
shariah was established (and would not change after that). When 'Umar became caliph, he 
united them behind one imam, Ubayy ibn Ka'b, who united the people in one congregation 
on the orders of 'Umar ibn al-Khattab. 'Umar was one of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, of whom 
the Prophet (§§) said: "I urge you to adhere to my Sunnah and the way of the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs after me; cling tightly to it." So what he did was Sunnah but he said, "What a good 
innovation this is," because it was an innovation in the linguistic sense, as they were doing 
something that they had not done during the life of the Messenger of Allaah (,(§§ i.e., 
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gathering to do this, but it is Sunnah in the shar'i sense." 


38 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 2010) - Chapter: The superiority of Nawafil at night in Ramadan. 

39 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa, 22/234, 235 
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Making Up Missed Night Prayers in The Daytime 


djrcC- 3 I b-° Cy* S^LoJI 41jll IS] (jl5 ^JLu 3 <xAs- 4JJI (J? Lo 4JLII J^^uj jl cAAjlf- qS- 

.4 JjSj i^yi> jl^lll o-° lJ -* 3 


'A'isha reported that when the Messenger of Allah (§H) missed the night prayer due to pain 
or any other reason, he observed twelve rak'ahs during the daytime. 40 


The Disapproval of Abandoning the Late Night Prayer for One Who 

Customarily Performs It 


15" aJL £■ 4 JJI (jjLo 4 JJI (J Jll Jll _ 41)1 _ j^Lxil ,jj ,jj 4 JJI jut 

:jJj\ ^ j£ui ^ 5^ «oSis JL 6^ Si < Jji ss 


Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin AI-'As: Allah's Messenger (§§) said to me, "0 'Abdullah! 
Do not be like so and so who used to pray at night and then stopped the night prayer." 41 


40 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 746a) - Chapter: Night prayer, and the one who sleeps and misses 
it or is sick. 

41 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1152) - Chapter: It is disliked for a person to leave the night Salat. 
Sahih Muslim (no. 1159e) - Chapter: Prohibition of Fasting for a lifetime for the one who will be harmed by 
that or who will neglect other duties, or does not break his fast on the two 'Ids or during the days of At- 
Tashriq; It is better to fast alternate days. 


■>n 
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Non-Emphasized Prayers 

As for the non-emphasized prayers (general voluntary prayers), they are the following: 


Four rak'ah after Zuhr 


4-JL £■ 4JJI (jjLo 4JL)I J^uij CUszj&m) J 3 & ^JLu )3 4_J Lc- 4 JUI (jjLo (^*1)1 c4lx^s>- ^»l 
."jllll ^Js- dill djsjsr (Jl9 CjLs5"j g-)jl (jjLs- JaSlS- 6-°" J . 5 


Umm Habibah the wife of the Prophet (§§) narrated that She heard Allah's Messenger (§§) 
saying: "Whoever maintains four Rak'ah before Az-Zuhr and four after it, Allah makes him 

prohibited for the Fire ." 42 


Shaykh Muhammad Adam El-Ethiopee said: There is another narration, which in the 
beginning states, "Whoever preserves four Rak'at for Zuhr..." It's understood here that this 
protection is awarded to the person who regularly practices these eight Rak'at ." 43 


Four Rak'ah Before the Asr Prayer 


LsJjI j-yOsJI (Jl^ (jJ Lo l^ol 4 JJI " Jtl ^-LujJ 4JU- ADI (dydiJI O*' (j-)l 0 s " 


Ibn Umar narrated that: The Prophet (fH) said: "May Allah have mercy upon a man who 

prays four before Al-Asr ." 44 


Imam Al-Ghazali (diti <w,) said: It's strongly recommended to offer these four rakah in hope 
of being among those the Prophet (fit) made dua for. 

Shaykh Zayd Al-Madkhalee (dill d^j) wrote: "It is recommended for the Muslim to urge his 
soul to desire his Lord's gifts. He can earn them by safeguarding these four Rak'ah before 
Asr. A Muslim should also motivate other Muslims to pray this prayer. 


Although this prayer isn't among the supererogatory prayers it still has a high reward and 
great merit. These Rak'ah are easy to pray, so no one should fall short in practicing them. 

42 Sahih: Recorded in Sunan Tirmid hi (no. 428) - Chapter: Something Else About That. He graded it Sahih 
Ghareeb. And others recorded it. 

43 Reference: Shaykh Muhammad Adam al-Etyoobee Sharh Sunan An-Nasa'i (vol. 18/199) 

44 Hasan: Recorded in Sunan Tirmidhi (no. 428) - Chapter: What Has Been Related About the Four (Rak'ah) 
Before Asr. He graded it Ghareeb Hasan. And others recorded it. 
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The Prophet (§§) instructed the Muslims about this prayer through his speech and action. 
He (§§) said: "May Allah have mercy on the person who prays four rak'ah before Asr." 

This is a blessed supplication in that hadeeth for the person who prays four rak'ah before 
Asr, maintains this practice, and takes them seriously . 45 


Two Rak'ah After the Asr Prayer 

M 3 YjvJ 4-J^ 4-U1 4 JUI J ^o/J ( j5o jllxSj Cjls c dJujls* 

.j-yasJI (jtlsjSjJ (Jl9 (jllszSj 


Narrated by 'Aishah: Allah's Messenger (fit) never missed two rak'at before the Fajr prayer 

and after the 'Asr prayer openly and secretly . 46 

.(jCtsSj St} j-yaszJ I J^sz . J J (^Lotj dJLt 4JL)I (jjLo (*,^1)1 jlS' Lio C-Jl! <&ujls- 


Narrated by 'Aishah: Whenever the Prophet (Hf) come to me after the 'Asr prayer, he 


always prayed two rak'at. 


47 


48 

The scholars' analysis about these two Rak'ah : 


Imam At-Tahawi (diti said, "Some people see no harm in praying two Rak'ah after Asr and 
consider them a Sunnah ." 49 


Ibn Hajr (diti <u^_>) said, "To cling to these narrations establish the permissibility to offer a 
supererogatory prayer after Asr in any respect as long as it isn't intended to be done during 
sunset ." 50 


45 Reference: Al-Afanud Nadeeyah (vol. 2/178) - http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2016/04/05/allahs-mercy-for- 
offering-four-rakah-before-asr/ 

46 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 592) - Chapter: To offer the missed Salat (prayers) and the like after 
the 'Asr prayer. 

47 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 593) - Chapter: To offer the missed Salat (prayers) and the like after 
the 'Asr prayer. 

48 Reference: A Neglected Sunan - Two Rak'ats after Asr - http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2014/10/26/a- 
neglected-sunnan-two-rakats-after-asr/ 

49 Reference: Sharh Ma'ani Al-Athar (1-301) 

50 Reference: Fath al-Bari (2/85) 
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Shaykh Nasirud Deen Al-Albani (diti d^j) said," Among the accepted errors in the books of Fiqh 
is the prohibition of these two rak'ah and not mentioning them among the supererogatory 
exercises of devotion. Nevertheless, the Prophet (§§) preserved these two Rak'ah the same 
way he preserved the two before Fajr. There isn't any evidence for the two Rak'ah after Asr's 
abrogation or them being special for the Prophet (§§) only! Flow could it be, when 'A'ishah, 
the most knowledgeable person about these two rakah' safeguarded them as well as other 

51 

companions and pious Salaf. 

Shaykh Muhammad Adam El-Ethiopee said," The more acceptable position is that it is 
permissible to pray after Asr as long as the sun is pure white. The ruling for this action is 

52 

based on an authentic hadeeth, the actions of the companions, and Taabi'oon... 


Two Rak'ah Between the Adhan and Iqaamah 

(jolSI JS ,jo SMo (jolil JS Oro" 4-JU- ADI Jll dill Ale- q £- 

."ftlli (j-oJ _ ail lit I ^3 


Narrated by 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal: The Prophet (H§) said, "There is a prayer between 
the two Adhans (Adhan and Iqamah), there is a prayer between the two Adhans." And then 

53 

while saying it the third time he added, "For the one who wants to (pray)." 


51 Reference: Si Isilatus Saheehah (7/528) 

52 Reference: Thakheerahtul 'Uqba fee Sharh Al-Mujtabah (7/202) - refer to 
http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2014/10/26/a-neglected-sunnan-two-rakats-after-asr/ 

53 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 627) - Chapter: Between every two calls (Adhan and Iqamah) there 
is a Salat (prayer) (that is optional) for the one who wants to offer it. Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 838a) - 
Chapter: Between every two calls, there is a prayer. 
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Salat Adh-Dhuha (The Forenoon Prayer) Also Known as Salat Al-Awwabeen 
(Those Who Are Oft-Serving and Turning to Allah) 

Evidence of Its Legality 


^LjI 4jSLj ^llo CAlL 4*1 £■ 4 JJI (J jLo JL?- (j I 03 I Jll _ 41c- 4JJI ^<bj _ (jl (j-C- 

^ 0 ^ £ 0 5 0 ^ 0 

•ful jl > 53 ' jli cP 6-? 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah: My friend (the Prophet HI) advised me to observe three things: 
(1) to fast three days a month; (2) to pray two rak'at of Duha prayer (forenoon prayer); and 

(3) to pray Witr before sleeping. 5 


Its Virtues 


49Jl* 3 ,jjo (J S ^Js- £^*-oj" Jll 4jl 4JLc- 4JJI Lo ^JL)! cji (jJ (j-£- 

c_93jiUlj j-olj 491-0 Sju5o JS3 491o 4JL1 ^j JS3 49JuO JSj 491o 4c>u-i_taJ J5^9 

a* U^5zSj-> (j Il5s5j dl)i (j-o 494o jSj-aJI ,j-C- 491-0 


Abu Dharr reported Allah's Prophet (HI) as saying: "In the morning charity is due from 
every bone in the body of every one of you. Every utterance of Allah's glorification is an act 
of charity. Every utterance of praise of Him is an act of charity, every utterance of 
profession of His Oneness is an act of charity, every utterance of profession of His 
Greatness is an act of charity, enjoining good is an act of charity, forbidding what is 
disreputable is an act of charity, and two rak'ahs which one prays in the forenoon will 

suffice." 55 


54 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1981) - Chapter: To fast the 13th, 14th and 15th of the lunar months. 
Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 721) - Chapter: It is recommended to pray Duha, the least of which is two 
rak'ah, the best of which is eight, and the average of which is four or six, and encouragement to do so 
regularly. 

55 Sahih: Recorded in Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 720) - Chapter: It is recommended to pray Duha, the 
least of which is two rak'ah, the best of which is eight, and the average of which is four or six, and 
encouragement to do so regularly. 
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Its Number of Rak'ahs 


The minimum number of rak'aat for the forenoon prayer is 2: 


dSJjb (jjo (J S ^Js- j" Jll 4j| ^oJLu )3 4-JLf- 4JJI (jjLo (^*1)1 cjS (jl 

0 0 0"^ 0 5 .9 ^ i 9 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i 9 ^ ^ 5 .9 ^ i 9 ^ ^ ^ w 5 .9 ^ 

(wSjjioJL) j-olj 49 JlO 5ju5o JS 3 49Ju2j 4JL1^j (j $3 43JuO SJ-oojpo JSj 49JuO 4^u_*_**o J5^9 

U ^ ^ ^ | 2 2 ^ Q ^ ^ "7 \ * 0 * 0 2 ^ -" ^ "' -& 0 X'* -" -' 

. ^pcjoJI ( j-o (jll52jj dUvi ( j-o £53^203 49 Juo j 3 s-LcJ| { jS- (^^3 43 Juo 


Abu Dharr reported Allah's Prophet (§§) as saying: "In the morning charity is due from 
every bone in the body of every one of you. Every utterance of Allah's glorification is an act 
of charity. Every utterance of praise of Him is an act of charity, every utterance of 
profession of His Oneness is an act of charity, every utterance of profession of His 
Greatness is an act of charity, enjoining good is an act of charity, forbidding what is 
disreputable is an act of charity, and two rak'ahs which one prays in the forenoon will 

suffice ." 56 

Ibn Al-Attar (dill d^j) said: "The two Rak'at of Duha prayer serve as a charity for each bone in 
the body. The sunnah encourages this prayer. Imam Al-Hakim wrote an entire book 
dedicated to the Duha prayer. Al-Hakim mentioned that the highest amount a Rakat one 
could offer for this prayer would be twelve and the least would be two as cited in this 
hadith ." 57 


Evidence for 4 Rak'aat: 


o . 3 > ft 2 ■ 


SMo (jyUaj <iAs- 4JL1I (jjlo 4JJI 3$mjj (JIj - l^JL£- 4JLII ^bj - 4Jujl £• CJUu l^3l cSSlii-a 

.ftUj U JjJjj CilisSj gJjl CJt9 


Mu’adha asked ’A'isha (Allah be pleased with her) how many rak'ahs Allah's Messenger 
(§§) prayed at the forenoon prayer. She replied: "Four rak'ahs, but sometimes more as he 

pleased ." 58 


56 Sahih: Recorded in Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 720) - Chapter: It is recommended to pray Duha, the 
least of which is two rak'ah, the best of which is eight, and the average of which is four or six, and 
encouragement to do so regularly. 

57 Reference: Al-'Uddah (vol. 2) 

58 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 719a) - Chapter: It is recommended to pray Duha, the least of which 
is two rak'ah, the best of which is eight, and the average of which is four or six, and encouragement to do 
so regularly. 





The evidence for 8 Rak'aat: 


4-JLf- 4JL)I (JJ Lo 4 JJI C-ol jlS" UJ <4j| < *J LL=> <jJ CjJj Li ^1 

j3*l 4Jxbll 4llf- OjruiuS 4JLui^ (J| ^oJLuj 4_*Jl £■ 4JUI (^lo 4JJI J^ojj ^ll .4 $Lq (jjU-L) 5-^3 

<(> y7L*k)l 4^1u) CilizSj jU J-o 4 j cJii*2Jl9 4 j^j 


Umm Hani bin Abu Talib reported: It was the day of the conquest (of Mecca) that she went 
to the Messenger of Allah (Hr) and he was staying at a higher part (of that city). The 
Messenger of Allah (HI) got up for his bath. Fatimah held a curtain around him (in order to 
provide him privacy). He then put on his garments and wrapped himself with that and then 

offered eight rak'ahs of the forenoon prayer . 59 


The Best Time to Perform the Forenoon Prayer 


It is better to pray the forenoon prayer when the sun's heat has become intense: 


4X-U1JI £>ja£> j\£- 8 M 0 JI (jl I 3 ^oJL& jJL) to I jtis aJI qjz (J 3 L 0 J t^lj <^9jl (j-J Joj (jl 
."JIojUI (ja-QjJ (jrp- S^Lo" Jl9 4JL1I (jJ Lo 4JJI jj 


Zaid bin Arqam, on seeing some people praying in the forenoon, said: They well know that 
prayer at another time than this is more excellent, for Allah's Messenger (HI) said: "The 
prayer of those who are penitent is observed when your weaned camels feel the heat of 

the sun ." 60 


Shaykh Ibn 'Uthaymeen (diti <u^_>) defined it as being from a quarter of an hour after the sun 
has risen until ten minutes before Zuhr prayer . 61 

The scholars defined this as being when one quarter of the day has passed, i.e., halfway 
between sunrise and Zuhr prayer . 62 


59 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 357) - Chapter: To offer As-Salat (the prayers) with a single garment 
wrapped round the body. Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 336b) - Chapter: Covering oneself with a garment 
and the like while performing ghusl. This is the wording of Muslim. 

60 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 748a) - Chapter: Salat al-Awwabeen (the prayer of the penitent) is 
when the young camels feel the heat of the hot sand. 

61 Reference: Al-Sharh al-Mumti', 4/122 

62 Reference: al-Majmoo' by al-Nawawi (4/36); al-Mawsoo'ah al-Fiqhiyyah (27/224). 



4 JLt**J I3 < ) L*^J I 1 3-d 1 


Prayer Immediately After Performing Ablution 


(JSL) L) I 8M0 ajlc- JL9 4 «JL c- 4 JDI j^Lo i^juJ] jl _ 4 _t£- 4JUI j^l o 

^ ✓ ✓ ♦*(3° « ^ ^ Q t5 $ 0 Si ^ ^ Q Q ^ 0 ^ 

U Jl9 ."4jj?JI J jo dlllszj c_9d l ‘..‘SZj^uJ (jlS c^LuAll (j 4lLo£- JJx£- ^yp-jl) (^yj'JtS- 

Lo J 3 ^JaJI (illjj C 4 I 0 Sll jl^i 3 I JJJ 2s- Uj J lj 3 .fl.lg ^k! ^1 C-cLxf- 

2 - ^ \ 0 fr” ^ 9 

.( > _^L«3l jl (j 


Narrated by Abu Hurairah: At the time of the Fajr prayer the Prophet (H§) asked Bilal, "Tell 
me of the best deed you did after embracing Islam, for I heard your footsteps in front of me 
in Paradise." Bilal replied, "I did not do anything worth mentioning except that whenever I 
performed ablution during the day or night, I prayed after that ablution as much as was 

written for me ." 63 

Imam An-Nawawi (dill d^,) said: "This indicates that it is mustahabb to pray following wudu', 
that doing so is Sunnah and that it is permissible to do so at times when offering (unspecified 
naafil) prayers is disallowed: at sunrise, when the sun is at its zenith, at sunset, and after Faj'r 
and 'Asr prayers, because it is a naafil prayer that is done for a specific reason. This is our 
view ." 64 

Haf id h Ibn H a j a r (dill <u^,) said: "This hadith indicates that it is mustahabb to keep oneself in 
a state of purity ." 65 


63 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1149) - Chapter: The Superiority of remaining with ablution during 
the day and night. Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 2458) - Chapter: The Virtues of Bilal. 

64 Reference: Sharh Muslim by an-Nawawi (8/13) 

65 Reference: Fath a 1-Baa ri (3/35) 
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The Prayer of Asking for Guidance (Salat Al-lstikharah) 

Definition 

Istikharah in Arabic means seeking guidance to make a decision concerning something. It is 
said in Arabic Istakhir Allaaha yakhir laka (Seek guidance from Allaah and He will guide you 
(to the right decision)). 

In shariah terminology, Istikharah means seeking guidance (to the right decision), i.e., 
seeking guidance as to what Allaah knows is the best and most appropriate choice, by means 
of prayer or the Du'aa' narrated concerning Istikharah. 

Ruling 

The scholars are unanimously agreed that Istikharah is Sunnah. 

Reasons for It 

In what circumstances should one pray Istikharah? 

The four madhhabs are agreed that Istikharah is prescribed in cases where a person does not 
know the right decision to make. In matters where it is known whether a thing is good or 
bad, such as acts of worship, doing good deeds, sins or evil actions, there is no need to pray 
Istikharah in these cases. But if a person wants to find out the right time to do something, 
such as whether to do Hajj this year, because there is the possibility of encountering an 
enemy or some tribulation, or whether to go with a certain person or not, then he may pray 
Istikharah with regard to such decisions. But there is no room for Istikharah when it comes 
to things that are obligatory, prohibited or disliked. Rather Istikharah has to do with things 
that are recommended or permissible. 

Istikharah is not ordinarily required with regard to things that are recommended, rather it 
should be done in cases where there is a conflict, i.e., when a person has a choice of two 
things and must decide which one to start with or which one not to do. With regard to 
permissible things, he may pray Istikharah as a regular matter. 

Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah (diti <u^_,) said: "If a person prays Istikharah, asking Allah to guide 
him, then whatever his heart is opened to and he feels at ease with, and is made easy for 
him, is what Allah has chosen for him ." 66 


66 


Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (10/539) 
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Shaykh al-lslam (diti d^j) also said concerning the matter of feeling happy about something: 

"If he makes Istikharah, then whatever Allaah makes him feel happy about and makes easy 

for him, this is what Allaah has chosen for him ." 67 


When should he start praying Istikharah? 

The person who wants to pray Istikharah should have an open mind, and not have decided 
on a specific course of action. The phrase "If any one of you is deliberating" indicates that 
Istikharah should be prayed when one starts to think of the matter, when through the 
blessing of prayer and Du'aa' what is good will become clear to him, in contrast to when the 
idea has taken root and his resolve to do it is firm, in which case his inclination will sway him, 
and there is the fear that wisdom may not prevail because he is inclined to do that which he 
has already decided to do. It may be that which is meant by deliberation here is resolve, 
because a passing thought does not matter. 

And a person should not pray Istikharah except when he has decided to do something but 
does not have a strong inclination towards it. Otherwise, if a person were to pray Istikharah 
for every thought that crosses his mind, he would never stop and he would waste all his time 
doing that . 68 


67 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (10/539) 

68 Reference: https://islamqa.info/en/11981 
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How to Perform Salah Al-lstikharah 


LLgIszj ^JLu 3 4_J Lf- 4JJI (jjLo 4JLt| J3UJ jlS' Jll _ U«^f- 4-UI ^bj - 4JJI Jut ,jj jjIp- (jt- 
^"jr6 j^oMIj ^ 566 1 ^>Jb IS|" Jjib (jljii)l (jjo 6J5UI LxJLsj U- 5 " 33/6)! (3 SjIpuuMI 
dllJiS ,jjo 6UI6I3 dlxxiso dj^vpuul (jl ^itl JJil) <l6u j6j| jr6- jjo 

lli 61 ^ 61 JLillLv^Il cifj fi6f % J if Sli ja£> iSjs 

(J d^vuJJ (J 6j 6ll _ 4JLP-I3 l*Sj6 Jo?-l6 J6 3^ - cSj-^ <i6lt3 ^1663 (^JL) J J (J jap- j^oMI 

* 'I.'' 0 ^ ♦* ♦ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o'** ”*^ -'O ^ 0 4 

(j J13 3I _ ^j6 <16163 ^1^63 (^yj j (3 ij j^ 1 j-' 0 -^ 16b jl (<6 Lsjj C 65 6I3 <46 6 dljlj 
_ Jll _ 4 j (^JLojI 6^6" 06- jrvpJI (J J6I3 <4i6 ^j 3 jyO I3 ^yS- 6 japII _ 46-I3 cSj6 Jp -16 

."466-L6- (yuJ3 


Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah: The Prophet (§§) used to teach us the way of doing Istikharah 
(Istikharah means to ask Allah to guide one to the right sort of action concerning any job or 
a deed), in all matters as he taught us the Surahs of the Qur'an. He said, "If anyone of you 
thinks of doing any job he should offer a two rak'at prayer other than the compulsory ones 

and say (after the prayer): 


j6) M3 jjJjj ctll Is c^-Jasdl dliJi9 Qjo 1MJI6I3 tdbjjJL) dj<X^Luj)^ dLcJszJ df^pJLoil (jl ^1)1 

^16^3 (J ja 3- jj^MI I Jab jl ^JLrj c 65 j) ^4-UI c < > 33-csJI ^Mt C-0I3 (Utl M3 ^1363 

^oIssj Cj 5 6I3 <<16 (J dljtj (J 6j6j3 (J 6j6ll _ 4JLP-T3 Jj^Lt Jll 3I _ ^j6 46I63 
^it 6 _ 46-I3 ^j6 6^16 6 J6 3I _ ^j6 46L63 ^>1603 (jjj j (3 (J 6^ 4 °MI I Jab jl 

466-I6 ^a«J3 - (J6 _ 4 j (^JLojI 6^6" Culp- jryk)l (J J6I3 c41t (^JL9 


'Allahumma inni astakhiruka bi'ilmika, Wa astaqdiruka bi-qudratika, Wa as'alaka min fadlika 
Al-'azlm Fa-innaka taqdiru Wala aqdiru, Wa ta'lamu Wala a'lamu, Wa anta 'allamu I- 
ghuyub. Allahumma, in kunta ta'lam anna hadha-lamra Khairun li fi dini wa ma'ashi 
wa'aqibati 'Amri (or ’ajili 'Amri wa’ajilihi) Faqdirhu wa yas-sirhu li thumma barik li Fihi, Wa 
in kunta ta'lamu anna hadha-lamra shar-run li fi dini wa ma'ashi wa'aqibati 'Amri (or fi'ajili 
'Amri wa ajilihi) Fasrifhu anni was-rifni anhu. Waqdir li al-khaira haithu kana Thumma ardini 

bihi.’ 
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(0 Allah! I ask guidance from Your knowledge, And Power from Your Might and I ask for 
Your great blessings. You are capable and I am not. You know and I do not and You know 
the unseen. 0 Allah! If You know that this job is good for my religion and my subsistence 
and in my Hereafter--(or said: If it is better for my present and later needs)--Then You 
ordain it for me and make it easy for me to get, And then bless me in it, and if You know 
that this job is harmful to me In my religion and subsistence and in the Hereafter-(or said: 
If it is worse for my present and later needs)--Then keep it away from me and let me be 
away from it. And ordain for me whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied with it). 

The Prophet (H§) added that then the person should name (mention) his need. 69 

When One Should Make the Du'aa' Of Istikharah 

The Hanafis, Maalikis, Shaafa'is and Hanbalis stated that the Du'aa' should be recited 
immediately after the prayer. This is in accordance with what was stated in the hadeeth 
narrated from the Messenger of Allaah (.(H§ 70 

Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah (<d)i <u^_>) said regarding the Question concerning Du'aa al- 
Istikharah: should this Du'aa' be recited during salaah (prayer) or after saying the salaam? 

The answer is that it is permissible to recite the Du'aa' of Istikharah before or after the 
salaam, whether you are praying salat al-lstikharah or another prayer. Reciting Du'aa before 
the salaam is preferable, as the Prophet (H§) used to recite a lot of Du'aa before the salaam, 
and the worshipper before saying the salaam still in a state of prayer, so it is better to recite 
the Du'aa' then. 71 


69 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 1166) - Chapter: What is recited in the two Rak'ah (Sunna) of the 
Fajr. 

70 Reference: al-Mawsoo'ah al-Fiqhiyyah, part 3, p. 241 

71 Reference: al-Fataawa al-Kubra: Part 2, p. 265 
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The Prayer of Tawbah (Repentance) 


-9 0-9. 


-9 J> 


4JJI J^j <,j^Q Oc32-C>_«) IS] SL^-j C-J5 J] J 3 AJ clIlA- Jll c^jljAJI ^SJJI (jj qS- 

(j jo Jc-j ^yJ LjJtS- ISI 3 4j (^ylszAlj jl ftlii Cs 4Lo 4JJI iSjJi?- 4JU- 4l)l 

J^-aJj CUsL&m) Jll j5o 3 J tjjjuOJ j5o Jj| Aj]^ 4ISJuO J cjLb- ISLs 41aL?iLu)| 4j[&j&j 

jJLSZjLimJ ^ J jLoj ^lall9 ^ 3 - 0-3 CoS CL 0 J 0 J srj (j-o U " J^Aj 4-JU- 4iJI 

^-JAil l^^ili 3 1 4Jip-ll l^lAs IS] ( 3 _> JJI 3 ( : 4^Sll 6 job IJs fj . " 4J 4 JJI Jii- J] 4JJI 
) ^-£>3 I 3 IA 9 Co i^Js- IjJ^u 4JJI J] 03 JJJI jAAj ij-^s JJ )j ll 4 JJI 


Asma bin Al-Hakam Al-Fazari said: "I heard Ali saying: 'Indeed I am a man who, when I 
heard a Hadith from Allah's Messenger (§§) then Allah causes me to benefit from it as 
much as He wills for me to benefit from it. When a man among his Companions narrated to 
me I ask him to swear an oath to me about it, and when he swears an oath to me I trust 
him. And Abu Bakr narrated to me - and Abu Bakr told the truth - he said: "I heard Allah's 
Messenger (§§) saying: 'There is no man who commits a sin, then makes Wudu, then 
performs Salat, then seeks forgiveness from Allah, except that Allah forgives him.' Then he 
recited this Ayah: Those who when they have committed Fahishah or wronged themselves 

72 

with evil, remember Allah. (Surah Imran 3:135) until the end of the Ayah." 


Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah (<d)i d^j) said 


"It is a recommended act for every person who sinned to perform Wudu then pray two 

Rak'ah." 73 


Hasan: Recorded in Sunan Tirmidhi (no. 406) - Chapter: What Has Been Related About Salat with 
Repentance. He graded it Hasan. Recorded by others also. 

73 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (21/139) - http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2014/10/22/a-sunnah-many- 
overlook-two-rakah-for-repentance/ 
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Rulings Relating to Praying 2 Rak'ah or 4 Rak'ah after Jumu'ah (Friday) Prayer 


Evidence for praying 2 Rak'ah: 


(Jl 9 (JLilJ (jlS" 4 -JL £■ 4JDI (Jjlo 4JJI (jl cj-oX- (jj 4JJI Jut (jt 

jJloj Si 0IS3 j\2rSj dULszJI J^2J3 c 4 ll) J jUxSj OjiZ^JI cjUszSj 

.,jr ( '- 9 Lr^ 


Narrated by 'Abdullah bin 'Umar: Allah's Messenger (§§) used to pray two rak'at before 
the Zuhr prayer and two rak'at after it. He also used to pray two rak'at after the Maghrib 
prayer in his house, and two rak'at after the ' Isha ' prayer. He never prayed after Jumu'ah 
prayer till he departed (from the Mosque), and then he would pray two rak'at at home. 74 


Evidence for praying 4 Rak'ah: 


d3L£>SzJ\ llL&a ^SJuQ (jlS (jjo" 4jJs- 4 JJI 4 JJI 3$-u)J Jll Jt9 cdjJjJb (jl (jt 

.”&$ J^4Jl 


Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (§§) as saying: "When any one amongst you 
observes prayer after Jumu'ah, he should observe four rak’ahs." 75 


With regard to the prayers after Jumu'ah: Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (diti <u^j) said: "When the 
Prophet (fH) had prayed Jumu'ah, he would enter his house and pray two Rak'ahs of Sunnah, 
and he commanded those who had prayed it to pray four rak'ahs afterwards. 

Our shaykh, Abu'l-'Abbaas Ibn Taymiyah (diti <u^j) said: if he prayed in the mosque, he would 
pray four, and if he prayed at home, he would pray two. I say: this is what is indicated by 
many narrations. Abu Dawood reported in his Sunan (no. 1130) from Ibn 'Umar that when 
he prayed in the mosque, he prayed four and when he prayed at home, he prayed two. 76 


74 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Bukhari (no. 937) - Chapter: To offer Salat before and after the Jumu'ah prayer. 
Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 882b) - Chapter: Prayer after Jumu'ah. 

75 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 881c) - Chapter: Prayer after Jumu'ah. 

76 Reference: Zaad Al-Ma'aad (1/440) 
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Is there Any Sunnah Prayers Before Jumu'ah? 

There is no proven report from the Prophet (H§) that he prescribed a regular Sunnah (Sunnah 
Raatibah) prayer to be offered before it, and there is no proven report from any of the 
Companions of the Prophet (§§) that they prayed any regular Sunnah prayer before Jumu'ah 
like the regular Sunnah prayer of Zuhr or any other prayer. 

Al-'lraaqi (dill said: "I have not seen anything to indicate that the three Imams 
recommended praying Sunnah before it [Jumu'ah]." 

The Muhaddith al-Albaani (dill <u^_,) commented: For that reason this so-called Sunnah is not 
mentioned in Kitaab al-Umm by Imaam al-Shafi'i, or in al-Masaa'il by Imaam Ahmad, or by 
any of the other early Imams, as far as I know. 

Hence I say: "Those who pray this Sunnah are not following the Messenger §§ or imitating 
any of the Imams; on the contrary, they are imitating the later scholars who are like them in 
that they are also imitators [of earlier scholars] rather than Mujtahideen [scholars who 
investigate and form their own rulings]. I am amazed to see an imitator imitating another 
imitator ." 77 


2 Rak'ah After an Argument 

."jb e-l&J J S : J5ib c^JLo)3 4 JJI (jjLo 4JL1I JLs :Jls (jl 


Abu Hurairah narrated the Prophet (§§) said, "Performing two rak'ah is an expiation for 

78 

any argument." 


The word refers to an argument which includes insulting, abusing or name calling. 


Al-Allamah Muhammad Abdur Ra'uf Al-Manawee (dill d^-j) commented on this hadith saying, 
"First a person should perform wudu which diminishes the anger. Then he should pray the 
two rak'ah ." 79 


77 Reference: al-Qawl al-Mubeen (60, 374) 

78 Hasan: Recorded by Ibn Al-Arabee in his Mu'jam (2 /178) and Ar-Razi (1/141) in Al-Fawa'id. Shaykh Al- 
Albani graded this hadith as being Hasan. This is based on the chain that leads to Abu Hurayrah. Refer to 
Silsilah Saheehah (no. 1789) 

79 Reference: Faydul Qadir hadeeth (no. 3355) - http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2014/10/21/revive-a-sunnah- 
afte r-q u a rre 1 1 i ng-pray-two- ra ka h/ 





Two Rakah after Witr Sitting 


(j IS Cl-J Lo 9 4-Jx* 4 JU I 4JU I (S^ujj c 8^Lo 4_Juj li- Cl-J L* J Is c 4^oJLa> ^ I ^c« 

jl iljl ISls 5^>3 jvlsSj (J jloj ^3 C>\sSj jd (jJ-oj 4iz5j SjvLft CjSLj 
.£tl*aJI 8M0 (jjo iLoll^llj cljuJI jo j\2xSj d-^o fj ^ls 


Abu Salama asked ’A’isha about the prayer of the Messenger of Allah (H§) She said: He 
observed thirteen rak'ahs (in the night prayer). He observed eight rak'ahs and would then 
observe Witr and then observe two rak'ahs sitting, and when he wanted to bow he stood 

up and then bowed down, and then observed two rak'ahs in between the Adhan and 

80 

Iqamah of the dawn prayer. 


Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyah (diti <w,) was asked about these two rakah. He said, "It's been 
narrated in Saheeh Muslim that the Prophet (§§) used to pray two rakah after Witr while 
sitting down. Some people call this prayer" Salah Az-Zahafah" Furthermore they view that 

whoever doesn't regularly pray this prayer isn't from the people of Sunnah. This is incorrect! 

81 

There is a consensus among the scholars that these two rakah after Witr aren't obligatory. 


Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih Al-Uthaymeen said: "If a person prays the two Rakah 
sometimes and at other times, he doesn't, there is no harm in that action." 82 


** An Issue of concern** 


We have this hadeeth above where the Prophet (§§) prayed two rakah after Witr while 
sitting and another hadeeth where He (§§) said: "Make your last prayer of the night Witr" 
(Sahih Muslim no. 1791) 

Shaykh Muhammad Bazmool said: "The command in this hadeeth serves as a 
recommendation and not an obligation. This hadeeth doesn't imply that there isn't a prayer 
after Witr Salah. 


In fact, what this hadeeth means is Witr is the night prayer. The Muslim should maintain this 
prayer at night. Praying after Witr is permissible for whoever wants to do so. These two rakah 
which the Prophet (§§) performed aren't specific to him only. 


80 Sahih: Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 738b) - Chapter: Night prayers and the number of rak'ah offered by 
the Prophet (HI) at night, and that Witr is one rak'ah, and a one-rak'ah prayer is correct. 

81 Reference: Majmoo' al-Fataawa (23/93-96) 

82 Reference: Explanation for Saheeh Muslim (Vol. 3/89) 



4 JLt**J I3 < ) L*^J I (Js 1 3-d 1 


The Prophet (H§) ordered us to pray two rakah after Witr as a Sunnah and merit, not as a 
command and an obligation. He (§§) said: "This journey is strenuous and exhausting. If you 
pray Witr, offer two rakah afterwards if you wake up, otherwise they will be written for you." 
(Ibn Hibban 2577). 83 

All praise is due to Allah and His blessings and peace be upon His Prophet, his 

family and his companions. 

End of the treatise. 


83 Reference: Explanation of the Prophet's Prayer Described page 244 - 
http://www.abuaaliyah.com/2014/10/27/an-ignored-sunnah-two-rakah-after-witr-sitting/ 



